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= Surge of 10.7 feet on Biscayne Bay at
Miami. Widespread bay coastal flooding.
Only 4.5 feet on Miami Beachreceanfront.

- Damage $60,000,000'— most of it in Dade

unty e —
% 5 25 INJUFIES In Florlda

= 1,632 houses destroyed and over 5,000
damaged




Courtesy: NOAA Archives



100°W 95°W 90°W

! L

a (= CATEGORY 3)

MAJOR U.S. HURRICANES |" |

1941-1950

35°N

30°N

25°N

20°N

(—/7

W - . R . . - .
. 1945\ 1949 )
S =%

1948 - KING .
EASY 1950 -

2

95°W 90°W

60°W

356°N

30°N

25°N

20°N

Figure 10. Landfalling United States major hurricanes (stronger than or equal to a category 3)

during the period 1941-1950.
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-1944-1950 (11 hurricanes overall in that
same period).
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— Commlssmm'dﬁrrSep 15 1942 exactly
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three years before hurricane.

= NAS Richmond largest blimp base on East
coast.

= Used to defend from German torpedo

gks off*Flerida coast duimg WAALJ_‘
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= 183 feet hlgh and l 086 feet Iong

~ = \Wood construction with poured concrete
pillars and iron doors. Built to withstand 120
mph winds.

= 137 officers and 830 enlisted men stationed

to weather the storm. ;-
iles at base

gﬁ-ﬁaircra 00.auto

= Data courtesy of Naval Aviation News,
May/June 1996.
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~ = Total destruction of three blimp hangars.
= . .
= Roof damage was occurring when fire
started.

= Extensive survey by structural engineers of
damage to hangars established similar wind

%to those estimated |at Homestead _«i
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= Past and pFE'SEth’photos shown in next
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several slides courtesy of Abandoned &
Little Known Airfields: http://www.airfields-
freeman.com/FL/Airfields FL Miami. S.htm
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— Base cIosed'devn eventually became site
.‘:——'~

of ClIA Cuba operations In the 1960s.

= Current site of Gold Coast Railroad Museum
near Miami Metrozoo. "
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NAVAL AIR STATION
RICHMOND

WWII L.T.A. FACILITY

At this site. on 15 September 1942, the United States Navy established
a 2.000 acre (810 hectare) lighter-than-air facility. The Navy
constructed 3 hut{c hangars, sach 17 stories (175 feet/34 meters)
high, 297 feet (110.5 meters) wide, and 1.088 feet (104.8 meters)
in length. Among the largest wooden structures in the world.
each covered mbout 7 acres (Z.8 hectares). This base was home
to Fleet Airship Wing 2 and Airship Patrol Squadron ZP-ZI.
consisting of Z5 "K' class blimps. Airships from NAS Richmond
searched for German submarines over the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf
of Mexico, and the Caribbean Se=s. Other siation activities
included training homing pigeons, helium equipment operators.
and night torpedo bomber crews. Exactly 3 years to the date
of the commissioning of NAS Richmond, a severe hurricane and
resulting fire destroyed all 3 hangars containing 368 military
and civilian aircraft, 100 automobiles and 25 airships. Winds
of 170 mph /272 kmh to 196 mph / 309 kmh were recorded at
nearby Homestead Air Base. The facility was never rebuilt,
In this area of the base you can see the remaining concrete
supports for the 351 wooden truss arches of hangar number 1
and the sole remaining massive main door support.

PLACED 8y THE COLD CUAST HAILAUAD MUSEUM
WHIZE HAD 'T3 BEGINNINCES &5 THIS 51TE IN 1587,




What if 1945 Richmond Hurricane
Struck Today? .. —
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Broward, Collier, Miami-Dade & Monroe
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Courtesy International Hurricane Research Center
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— Normallzed‘dam%rges plus msured [
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$40 pbillion (#10 all-time) according to AlIR
Worldwide Corp. research and modeling.

= Hurricane Andrew struck same general area
in 1992.

ﬁuge population increasei'ﬁ East,@,;— Q_‘-il;
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